
 òˊɞɜɞɏɤ, class. and Hell., with acc. of 
person or object. acc. and inf., or 
clause following, means ôto think in 
secret.õ Hence in a bad sense ôto sus-
pect,õ ôto hold a [or in] suspi-
cion,õ (Vol. IV, p. 1017)  (Editorõs note:  
acc. is accusative case, obj. is objective case, 
inf. is infinitive) 

Webster says this term meansòto imagine 
or infer on slight grounds.ó 
 Kittel, writing about ad hominem argu-
ments, explains 1 Tim. 6:4 as:  

In the list of vices in 1 Tim. 6:4 f., 
which depicts the terrible effects of the 
pathological penchant of false teachers 
for debate and wordy warfare, ˊɧɜɞɘŬɘ 

ˊɞɜɖɟŬɑ, alongside ɓɚŬůűɖɛɑŬɘ, are 
wicked intrigues and common insinua-
tions which in the disputes, moving 
from the material aspect to the per-
sonal, they raise against their oppo-
nents in an attempt to discredit them 
in every possible way and to magnify 
themselves. (TDNT, Vol. IV, pp. 
1018-1019)  

 When one surmises evil (imagines on 
slight grounds [without adequate evidence 
ð cf. the first five articles on righteous-
ness]) of another person, he is violating 
several biblical principles: First, it violates 
the golden rule (Lk. 6:31 and Mt. 7:12). 

Lk. 6:31 And as ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise. 

by Marion R. Fox 
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{ This article constitutes the sixth part of a 
series of articles written by brother Fox under 
the title of òJudging Righteous Judgmentó.}  
 
This is a sin that is often committed, but it 
is not even recognized as a sin by many 
people. Paul wrote of this sin in: 1 Tim. 
6:4. This is the only passage where this sin 
in explicitly mentioned. 

1 Tim. 6:4 he is puffed up, knowing 
nothing, but doting about question-
ings and disputes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil sur-
misings,  

 
What Is The Sin of Evil Surmisings? 
The word that is translated: òsurmisingsó 
in 1 Tim. 6:4 is defined as:  

ˊɧɜɞɘŬ (pronounced: huponoia) òa 
surmising.ó (Thayer, p. 644) òsuspicion, 
conjecture éó (BAG, p. 854) 
òsuspicionó (Moulton and Milligan, p. 
659) The verb form of the same word 
ˊɞɜɞɏɤ (pronounced: huponoeǾ) 
means: òto suppose, surmise.ó (Thayer, p. 
644); òsuspect, suppose éó (BAG, p. 
854) 

With respect to huponoeǾ TDNT writes: 
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The number of students continues to 
hold up well, holding right at twenty!  

Eagerness to learn is seen in each student.  Remem-
ber, a number of these students hold full time jobs, 
and come to class after a full day of work.  The study, 
homework and tests require hours of their time, as 
some of them are taking three hours of classes.   
 The school under went some changes as the Fall ð 
2010 as classes prepared to open.  Benjamin J. Wil-
liams who had served the Barnes church of Christ as 
local preacher for a number of years and who had 
taught in the school, moved to serve as local preacher 
for the Glenpool church of Christ near Tulsa.  Benja-
min had served the church and the school well during 
his years with us and our prayers and best wishes have 
gone with him and family in this move.  However, the 
move made some changes necessary.  The Barnes 
church used six of our students in preaching on Sunday 
nights this Fall.  Marion Fox and I have taken up the 
work of preaching as well.  However, due to health 
problems that will not allow me to preach every Sun-
day, this has given the students the opportunity to 
preach every other Sunday night.  We have been most 
pleased with the effort of each one!  Also, two of them 
will be speaking on our lectureship this year ð March 
31 ð April 3. 

 Mike VonTugeln, who is one of the elders serving 
the Ridgecrest church of Christ in Midwest City, OK, 
has been teaching, but he will now take a greater part 
in the school.  We are grateful for Mike, his abilities 
and willingness, to step forward and help with the 
school.  The more I know Mike, the more I appreciate 
him; he is first of all, a Christian!  But, he also comes 
with years of experience. He attended Panhandle State 
University, Pepperdine University, Hawaii Pacific 
University and holds a BS in Chemistry, MA in Educa-
tion, and MS in Information Systems. Marion and I 
will be asking Mike to serve more in the coming 
months and years. 
 Starting on January 18, 2011, the new classes will 
start and the students will have the opportunity to 
choose from the following classes:  Special Topics with 
Marion Fox, 1 & 2 Thessalonians with Frank Wil-
liams, Logic with Marion Fox, Genesis with Mike 
VonTungeln, Advanced Greek with Marion Fox.  The 
faculty has been very busy during the break preparing 
material for the up coming classes and they are looking 
forward to teaching with much eagerness.  There is 
always an effort to improve on the material each time 
the subject comes around.  With these few words, we 
welcome all to attend the Oklahoma City School of 
Biblical Studies. 

Frank R. Williams, dean of students  
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My last article discussed the responsibilities of elders 
(shepherds) in light of several passages in the New 
Testament.  Acts 20:28 commands the elders to take 
heed to themselves and to feed the flock.  Acts 20:29-
31 goes on to tell them to be on watch for the wolves 
that that would arise from their own number.  From 
James 5:14, we read that the elders have 
the responsibility to pray for the sick.  
Finally, 1 Peter 5:1-3 tells elders the 
manner in which they should serve as 
overseers. 
 This article will examine additional 
responsibilities of shepherds based on 
Godõs condemnation of the shepherds of Israel stated 
in Ezekiel 34:4.: 

 
The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither 
have ye healed that which was sick, neither have 
ye bound up that which was broken, neither have 
ye brought back that which was driven away, nei-
ther have ye sought that which was lost; but with 
force and with rigor have ye ruled over them. 

  
For shepherds to be effective, they must know the 
sheep.  The sheep must also know the shepherds.  Je-
sus, the good shepherd serves as the example. 

 
òI am the good shepherd; and I know mine own, 
and mine own know me,ó  John 10:14 

  
There are many ways to get to know the members of 
the flock, all of which involve spending time with 
them.  Shepherds should not only try to visit members 
in their homes, but should attempt to attend signifi-
cant events in their lives such as weddings and gradua-
tions.  It is also important for shepherds to visit mem-
bers in the hospital.  Although some might never find 
the time to allow their shepherds to visit in their 
home, people very seldom refuse a visit when theyõre 
in the hospital.  Shepherds should also make every ef-
fort to attend the funerals of family members of the 
members of the flock. 
 Strengthening the diseased and healing the sick, 
and binding the broken require the same actions from 

the shepherds.  First the shepherds 
must realize the member is sick or 
injured.  The shepherds must spend time with the 
members of the flock who are experiencing the prob-
lems, listen to them, pray with them, try to meet any 
immediate needs they have, and share scriptures rele-

vant to their problem.  One note from 
experienceñmany times nothing you 
can say will be adequate.  However, 
once the crisis is over, the person will 
only remember you were there and not 
how inadequate you were. 
 Bringing back those gone astray 

and seeking the lost also require the same actions from 
the shepherds.  First, the shepherds must realize a 
member of the flock has been driven away or has wan-
dered away.  When the shepherds realize a member of 
the flock is missing they must attempt to contact that 
member as soon as possible.  Sometimes, all that is 
required is a listening ear or a shoulder to cry on.  
Other times a series of visits may be required.  The 
important thing is that the shepherds must seek out 
the missing. 
 A significant difference between physical shep-
herds and the shepherds of the Lordõs church is that 
shepherds of the Lordõs church cannot force wander-
ing sheep to return.  They must persuade the wander-
ers to return of their own free will.  Instead of the 
shepherdõs staff, they use Godõs word. 
 Finally, it is important for the shepherd to find out 
where the wandering sheep has gone.  Although losing 
any member of the congregation is painful, losing a 
member to another congregation of the Lordõs church 
is much different from losing him to the world. 
 To summarize, to be an effective shepherd, one 
must spend time with the flock whether itõs getting to 
know the members, helping those who are spiritually 
sick or injured, or bringing back the lost.  Our part is 
to take the time.  Godõs part is to touch their hearts. 
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History abounds in its records of great achievements 
and victories of human celebrities. None excels the 
triumph of Paul, the apostle, described by himself on 
the eve of his "departure." 
 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; 
and not to me only, but also to all them that have 
loved his appearing." (2 Tim. 4:7, 8) 
 "I have fought the good fight." Men have fought 
for liberty, to satisfy selfish ambitions for conquest, to 
accumulate wealth and its attending power, and for 
other causes more or less great. Some have attained 
fame as heroes while others reaped a reward of in-
famy. Paul fought. He is not much of a man who will 
not. The kingdom of God is not a drilling ground for 
pacifists. It is organized for conquest. "The good fight" 
of Paul is the best sort of fight and challenges a most 
careful examination. The weapons of that warfare 
clearly exhibit the character of it. "For though we 
walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh 
(for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 
but mighty before God to the casting down of strong-
holds); casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedi-
ence of Christ; and being in readiness to avenge all 
disobedience, when your obedience shall be made 
full." (2 Cor. 10:3-6) The fight must be carried on by 
those of like mind with Paul as long as the imagina-
tions, thoughts and plans of men mark out paths of 
disobedience to Christ, the Lord. 
 Paul was a fighter before he was a good fighter. 
He once thought that he "ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth" and he car-
ried on a terrific warfare against the truth while in his 
darkened understanding he thought it to be heresy. 
His "good fight" began with his conversion and ended 
only when his head went rolling in the dust in glorious 
martyrdom. He was stern in his defense and advocacy 
of the truth. He was even hard on himself and uncom-
promising in his demands that his own life conform to 
the ideals he was battling for. "I therefore so run, as 

not uncertainly; so fight I, as not beating the air: but I 
buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by any 
means, after that I have preached to others, I myself 
should be rejected." (I Cor. 9:26, 27) Many men have 
the energy, courage and will that fighting demands and 
they use it in a way that is disastrous to themselves and 
others. A human jellyfish may do no more harm than 
waste good food and encumber space that could be 
more profitably used, but a fighter is either doing a lot 
of good or a tremendous amount of harm. It is con-
trary to his nature to be neutral. A good fight demands 
a stout heart directed by clear thinking and true ideals 
to guide it. Paul had an objective; he was going some-
where. "Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid 
hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things which 
are behind, and stretching forward to the things which 
are before, I press on toward the goal unto the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:13, 
14) "Stretching forward" and "pressing on" point out 
the enormous energy the apostle employed in his up-
ward movement toward his goal. He encountered 
many obstacles and his victory in overcoming them 
made it "the good fight." 
 "I have finished the course." He ran a great race 
and the pattern of it is found in his own words: 
"Therefore let us also...lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith." (Heb. 
12:1, 2) The zeal of the apostle was so fiery that his 
enemies considered him mad and possibly some of his 
well-wishers thought him a fanatic. The taste of vic-
tory was sweet to such an ardent spirit and he glowed 
in triumph over a finished course. The way was dark 
and storms were gathering on one occasion when he 
was enroute to Jerusalem. It was much like Daniel 
going into the den of lions. Undaunted, he said to a 
group of friends: "But I hold not my life of any ac-
count as dear unto myself, so that I may accomplish 
my course, and the ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God." (Acts 20:24) That course was now finished, his 
gospel ministry had been long, rich and faithful with-
out the spot of compromise or surrender, and he was 
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The Greatest Victory 

A VOICE FROM THE PAST 

by Cled E. Wallace (1892-1962), first printed in Bible Banner, Vol. II No. VIII Pg.1,7, March 1940  



ready to meet the Lord unafraid and unashamed. It 
was the warrior's true reward! 
 "I have kept the faith." This faith was the gospel 
that Paul preached which came to him by revelation of 
Jesus Christ. There were many and powerful influ-
ences at work to modify the faith. Judaism, Paganism 
and the perennial appeals of the flesh stubbornly re-
sisted a full surrender to the stern demands of the 
faith. These strong influences are still seen in much 
that is called Christianity. Paul's zeal for the faith 
burned hotly at Antioch when he resisted the en-
croachments of a strong Jewish clique among the 
brethren "that the truth of the gospel might continue 
with you. Much of Paul's writing and preaching was 
designed to build a strong line of defense against tidal 
waves of influences which were subversive of the gos-
pel. There was passion in the plea he made to Timo-
thy. "O Timothy, guard that which is committed unto 
thee, turning away from the profane babblings and 
oppositions of the knowledge which is falsely so 
called; which some professing have erred concerning 
the faith." (I Tim. 6:20, 21) The faith is a divine trust. 
It must be kept. It must be guarded. It is something 
precious. "Contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all delivered unto the saints." (Jude 3) The 
plea often made today that it makes little difference 
what one believes "just so he is honest in it" is pitiful 
when compared with the apostle's zeal for the faith. 
Had Paul turned aside from the faith to the advocacy 

of speculations and opinions, he could not have said: "I 
have kept the faith." Some make shipwreck of it, some 
compromise it, while others ignore it for "knowledge 
which is falsely so called." He who can at the end of 
his life says truthfully: "I have kept the faith" shares 
the supreme triumph that Paul gloried in. 
 "Henceforth." The years that were spent in keep-
ing the faith were few and soon gone. The 
"henceforth" stretches out through eternity. Men are 
concerned about the now and exercise a fatal apathy 
regarding what will follow "henceforth." The word 
"crown" is impressive here. It will be given "to all 
them that have loved his appearing." An earthly crown 
is a symbol of wealth, power and rule. The heavenly 
crown stands for the eternal exaltation of the re-
deemed who shall live forever in the presence of the 
Lord and share his likeness and his glory. It is the pass-
port to all that heaven is and has to offer to them 
whom the Lord bought with a price. It was real to 
Paul and unreal today only to those who are not keep-
ing the faith. 
 "That day" is "the day of the Lord," the day when 
the Lord will come, raise the dead and judge the 
world. There will be a "henceforth" for all. It will be 
glory for all who have fought for and kept the faith. It 
will be otherwise for myriads who have turned aside 
for fables, sold out for a mess of pottage, or in other 
ways have shown their contempt for the faith.  
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Who would like to be condemned upon slight or even 
nonexistent evidence?  
 Second, it is unjust or unrighteous (2 Pet. 2:9), be-
cause we are condemning another without proper evi-
dence (two or three witnesses Ά Mt.8:16, 1 Tim. 5:19, 
2 Cor. 13:1, etc.). This was strictly required in the Old 
Testament. (Num. 35:30, Deut. 17:2Ά7, etc.). If the 
lesser covenant (the Old Testament) required that we 
have sufficient evidence to condemn a person, then the 
greater covenant (the New Testament) requires that we 
have sufficient evidence to condemn a person (a fortiori 
principle). 
 Third, we are judging by a standard we will not live 
by ourselves (Mt. 7:1-3 and Jn. 7:24). I exhort the 
reader to read the earlier articles where I discuss these 
passages in some greater detail.  
 Fourth, it is a shame and a folly (Pro. 18:13) to sur-
mise evil about someone else without knowing the facts. 
How will we correct a false assumption, if we act upon 
our evil surmisings? Remember, we must repent of our 
sins in order to be forgiven. (How do we repent and 
correct our sin of surmising evil?) How do we correct 
our sin if we act (publicly) upon our evil surmising? 
What if we either say or do things that are incorrectly 
based upon the presumption of evil on the part of an-
other person? This is where both repentance and a pub-
lic confession must be made.  
 

How do People Commit This Sin? 
Some surmise that others are guilty of sin without evi-
dence (Jn. 7:51) and commit this sin. As my first exam-
ple of one surmising evil without adequate evidence I set 
forth Eliab (the brother of David) who surmised evil 
about David (1 Sam. 17:28). 
 As my second example of one surmising evil with-
out adequate evidence I set forth Saul, who surmised 
evil about David (1 Sam. 18:7-9). Saul wrongly assumed 
(surmised) that David was òout to get him.ó Saul was 
wrong, but he became paranoid because of his surmis-
ings about David.  
 

Some Surmise That Others Are 
Guilty of Evil Motives 

Amaziah (the priest of Bethel) surmised that the motives 
of Amos were evil (Amos 7:10-13). Since one who sur-
mises gets his ideas from the thoughts of his own heart 
(mind), it is the corruption of the evil heart that causes 
one to surmise evil in others. Amaziah surmised that 

Amos was preaching for financial gain, but he was 
wrong. (It is almost certain that Amaziah was serving as 
an idolatrous priest for financial gain.) Remember that 
evil thoughts flow out of an evil heart (Mt. 12:34, 15:18
-19, Lk. 6:45, etc.). Amaziahõs heart was evil, therefore 
he both surmised evil of Amos and he falsely accused 
Amos of having evil motives.  
 Let me set forth a couple of modern day examples 
of this sin. Note that a person may say something to us 
and we assume that they intended to hurt our feelings. It 
is possible that they did not intend to hurt our feelings, 
but that the words were innocently spoken. Remember 
the words of Solomon: òThe wicked flee when no man 
pursueth; But the righteous are bold as a lion.ó (Pro. 
28:1)  
 Some surmise that others know of their secret sins 
or secret evil motives (Pro. 28:1) and they even flee. 
Permit me to give some modern day examples of this 
sin. First, a person is questioned about some wrongdo-
ing and he breaks down and confesses. Second, I have 
preached on a sin and had people to come out of the 
assembly after worship and accuse me of preaching at 
them. (In many instances I was not aware of their pri-
vate sin.)  
 The verb form of the same word ˊɞɜɞɏɤ is found in 
several passages: Acts 13:25, 25:18, 27:27, and Dan. 
7:25 in the LXX. It is plain that the words huponoia and 
huponoeǾ are not always used for sinful actions. We must 
allow the context to determine if the surmising is evil or 
good. While the words huponoia and huponoeǾ are not 
used in 1 Cor. 13:7, the concept of assuming good of a 
person (unless we have evidence to the contrary) is a 
mark of love. Christians will assume that other peopleõs 
secret thoughts, motives, words, and/or actions are 
good, unless we have solid evidence to the contrary. 
This is what a righteous person will do.  
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Prayer and the Bible  
March 31 �³April 3, 2011  

22nd Annual Oklahoma City School of  Biblical Studies Lectures 
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Barnes church of Christ 
6001 Gardner Dr 

Oklahoma City, OK 73150 
 

Thursday, March 31 
7:00 PM The Prayer of the Pharisee & the Publican Mike VonTungeln - Midwest City, OK 
8:00 PM �-�H�V�X�V�¶���0�R�G�H�O���3�U�D�\�H�U Steve Chisholm - Midwest City, OK 

Friday, April 1  
7:00 PM What and How We Hear the Word of God Bennie Henson - Lawton, OK 
8:00 PM Simon, Repentance, and Prayer Dan Fredman - Broken Bow, OK 

Saturday, April 2 
9:30 AM �7�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U�² John 17 John Bellah - Midwest City, OK 
10:30 AM �7�K�H���$�S�R�V�W�O�H�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U�² Acts 4:23-31 James Foster - Willow, OK 
11:30 AM Question & Answer Forum Various Speakers 

NOON MEAL PROVIDED  
1:30 PM �7�K�H���$�S�R�V�W�O�H���3�D�X�O�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U�V Palmer Smith - Seminole, OK 
2:00 PM Ask, Seek, and Knock Benjamin J. Williams - Glenpool, OK 
3:00 PM The Four Kinds of Prayer Marion R. Fox - Oklahoma City, OK 

APRIL 4, SUNDAY 
9:30 AM �+�D�Q�Q�D�K�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U Richie Martin - Midwest City, OK 
10:30 AM Prayer in General D. Norman Easter - Oklahoma City, OK 

NOON MEAL PROVIDED  
�'�R�H�V���*�R�G���+�H�D�U���W�K�H���6�L�Q�Q�H�U�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U�" Freddie Williams - Midwest City, OK 1:00 PM 

Come listen to our  faculty, students, and guest speakers dis-

cuss both the subject of prayer and specific examples of 

prayers offered in the Scriptures. 


