HOW TO READ THE SCRIPTURES

Introduction: Both teachers and students should, learn to read with understanding, the
Scriptures. This lesson will provide guidance in reading with understanding.

I Universals in reading with understanding.
A The reader should skim the material in order to prepare to read the material.
1-One surveys the material to get an overview to prepare to read the material.

a-Look for headings in any outlines you possess. (A paragraph Bible can be helpful
in this effort. The ASV is a paragraph Bible the KJV is not a paragraph Bible.)

o-Remember that headings and most paragraph divisions are not inspired of God
(i.e. there were neither headings nor paragraph divisions in the original text).

B-Outlines made by men (without guidance from God) are subject to error.
b-Try to be familiar with the background of each book of the Bible.
2-One asks questions to stimulate the brain.

a-Questions should be asked about small chunks of the material (meaning of words,
phrases, etc.).

b-If the book being studied is read through at one sitting, questions can be written
down each time the book is read.

c-Develop a shorthand notation in order to be able to continue with the reading.
B The reader should read the material.
1-One should read for the literal meaning. (Know what the text says.)
a-Look for the central facts, points, and details of the text.

b-Look for the minor details which add flavor to the text. (Luke records several
important pieces of information regarding Barnabas in Acts 4:36-37.)

c-Remember, there is no unimportant information in the Scriptures.
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d-Note words that you cannot define (learn their definitions).

a-For the first example, the KJV refers to Barnabas as the “son of consolation”
whereas the ASV refers to him as the “son of exhortation” in Acts 4:36. The
word TopaKANGLS can properly be translated either way.

B-For the second example the word yovn is translated both as “wife” and
“woman” in various passages.

2-One should read for the inferences in the material.

a-What logical structures are in the text? (If ... then etc. cf. 1 Cor. 15:12-19 as an
example.)

b-What words imply inferences (therefore, whereas, wherefore, hence, etc.)? Paul
draws an inference from his argument of 1 Cor. 15:12-19 in verse 20 [“but now’].)

c-What are the backgrounds of both the writer and those to whom the material was
originally written?

3-This is well illustrated in Lk. 20:27-39.

a-One needs to know the doctrines of the Sadducees in order to understand this
passage.

b-One needs to know the chronology of the events in this passage in order to
understand one of the Lord’s arguments.

o-Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac was the father of Jacob, and Jacob was
the father of the twelve patriarchs.

B-This occurred over 400 years after the death of Abraham (Acts 7:2-16).
c-The Lord gave us this information because we needed it.

d-Sometimes the necessary information is either found earlier in the book or in
another book (i. e. in the parallel accounts of Mt. 22:23-33 and Mk. 12:18-27).

C The reader should reinforce the material.

1-The key points should be recited (repeat them aloud to yourself).

a-If you cannot recite the key points, you should reread and try again.



b-If you continue to have problems3reciting the key points, you should go back
and survey the material and repeat the processes.
2-The reader should review the material.
a-Reviewing entails surveying the material again.
b-Reviewing entails reading the material again.
c-Reviewing tends to place the material in the long-term memory. (This is
especially true if one reviews the material several times over a period of several
weeks.)
d-Discussing the material with other students aids in the reinforcement process.
e-Writing the material down aids in the reinforcement process.
IT Other tips in reading with understanding.
A Reading should be done in a quiet place.
1-Noise can distract the mind.
2-Even music can distract the mind.
3-One should choose the same place to study each time.
B It is advisable to develop a habit of studying at the same time of day.
1-This habit will cause one to study more frequently.
2-Some habits are bad but this habit is good.
IIT Suggestions for reading the Scriptures.

A Methods that increase the understanding of the Scriptures.

1-Reading the historical books concurrently with the other books gives a better
understanding.

a-When reading a book of prophecy (e. g. Micah) one should read the historical
accounts of the books of Kings and Chronicles which correspond to the same time.

b-When reading Zechariah and Haggai one should read Ezra and Nehemiah.

c-This may give clues to understanding of these books.
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d-The fact that many of the prophets tell what kings were reigning means it is
important (implication from the principle of parsimony).

2-Reading the books that are grouped together gives a better understanding.
a-The Old Testament is grouped by Law, History, Poetry, and Prophecy.
b-The New Testament is grouped by Biography, History, Epistles, and Prophecy.
c-Books might also be grouped by author.

3-Reading the individual books gives a better understanding.
a-Each of the 66 books should be read separately.
b-The book should be read several times before a serious study is undertaken.

4-The Scriptures can be studied by topics to gain a better understanding.
a-Topics such as love, faith, baptism, etc. can be studied.
b-One can study particular biblical characters, such as Job.

B Study of the Scriptures in their context is essential to understanding.
1-The near context is the most important context.

a-The conversion of Cornelius is discussed in Acts 10:1-11:18 and 15:7-11. This is
the near context.

b-The chronological order of the events is set forth in Acts 11 (cf. Acts 11:4-ff.).

2-The remote context includes any passage that discusses the same topics (applied to
Cornelius).

a-This would include passages that discuss baptism, faith, etc.

b-This would include any Old Testament passages that are quoted.

c-The end of the Law of Moses is part of the remote context.

d-This would include any passage that our interpretation might contradict.

e-Passages of Scriptures must always be kept in their context.



INTRODUCTORY LESSON ON HERMENEUTICS

Introduction: The usage of the proper hermeneutical process is essential to understanding the
Scriptures. In this lesson we will consider some background information about hermeneutics.
There are several things that form a basis for a study of hermeneutics. These matters will aid
the student to have a common ground with which to study hermeneutics.

I Definitions of the Greek word from which the English word “hermeneutics” is derived.
A Definitions from lexicons and dictionaries.

1-Webster’s definition of the English word “hermeneutics.” “the study of the
methodological principles of interpretation [as of the Bible].” (Merriam Webster’s
Collegiate Dictionary, 10™ ed.)

2-Thayer’s definitions of the words from which the English word “hermeneutics” is
derived.

a-Olepunvev® “ro interpret [d10. intensifying by marking transition ... ] 1. to
unfold the meaning of what is said, explain, expound ... 2. to translate into one’s

native language” [Thayer, p. 147] Word pronounced “diermeneuo.” (This word is
found in Lk. 24:27, Acts 9:36, 1 Cor. 12:30, 14:5, 13, and 27.)

b-Otepunvela. “interpretation of obscure utterances” [Thayer, p. 147] Word
pronounced “diermeneia.” (Word found in some Greek texts in 1 Cor. 12:10.)

c-Olepunvevtg “an interpreter” [Thayer, p. 147] Word pronounced
“diermeneutes.” (This word is found in 1 Cor. 14:28)

d-‘epunveia “interpretation [of what has been spoken more or less obscurely by
others] [Thayer, p. 250] Word pronounced “hermeneia.” (This word is found in 1
Cor. 12:10 and 14:26)

e-‘epunvevtng “an interpreter” [Thayer, p. 250] Word pronounced
“hermeneutes.” (Some Greek manuscripts have this word in 1 Cor. 14:28. It is in
Gen. 42:23 in the LXX.)

f-‘epunveve “[fr. ‘Epung, who was held to be the god of speech, writing,
eloquence, learning’; 1. to explain in words, expound ... 2. to interpret, i. e. to
translate what has been spoken or written in a foreign tongue into the vernacular”
[Thayer, p. 250] Word pronounced “hermeneuo.” (This word is found in Jn. 1:38,
42,9:7, and Heb. 7:2)
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B Definitions of the words from usage in the Scriptures.

1-Jesus expounded (Stepunvevm “to interpret [Slo intensifying by marking transition

... | 1. to unfold the meaning of what is said, explain, expound ... 2. to translate into
one’s native language” [Thayer, p. 147]) the Scriptures (Lk. 24:27).

32 xou €1TOV TPOG AANAOVG OLYL ‘M KAPALOL M@V KOLOUEVT MV €V MUV "0
ELOAEL MULY €V TN "00M KO " MG SINVOLYEV “NULV TS YPOUDOLS

a-Jesus actively expounded the Scriptures to His disciples (Stnpunvevev).

b-The effect on the disciples was that the Scriptures were opened (3tnVOlYev - 31
pers. sing. imperf. act. of dtovoryw “to open by dividing or drawing asunder [d1at],
to open thoroughly [what had been closed]” [Thayer, p. 140] ‘nuiv tog Ypodogs )

c-“The imperfect tense indicates continuous action in past time.” (Summers, p. 55)
d-Jesus opened the Scriptures by speaking to the disciples (Lk. 24:32), not by some
direct operation of the Holy Spirit. “e¢ is probably used as a particle of time (cf.
Thayer, p. 682).

2-The word dtepunvev is translated “interpretation” in Acts 9:36.

a-Translation, by the nature of the act, entails some interpretation.

o-This is one reason why we cannot use women translators (for the deaf, foreign
languages, etc.).

B-This is one reason to be wary of some modern speech translations.
b-The Holy Spirit provided miraculous translation of foreign words.
3-The word -‘epunvela is found in 1 Cor. 12:10 and 14:26

a-The interpreter was more than a translator he gave the meaning of the things
spoken.

b-This word is from the same basic root as the other words (above).



.
I Does the Bible reveal the proper hermeneutical procedure to be used in
understanding the Scriptures?

A The Scriptures are all-sufficient but we may need additional information in order to
understand them.

1-Logical proof of this assertion:

a-If the people living in Bible times needed additional information to understand
the Scriptures, then we may need additional information to understand the
Scriptures.

b-Since the Scriptures are complete they must give us the keys to what additional
information we may need to enable us to fully understand the Scriptures.

c-Supplemental information may be necessary to enable us to understand the
Scriptures. The Bible writers either assumed the readers understood these
supplemental matters or they explained some of these matters.

2-The Scriptures provide us with everything we need (2 Pet. 1:2-3 and 2 Tim. 3:16-
17).

a-This should not be interpreted to mean that we can understand the Scriptures
without either an accurate translation or knowledge of the original languages.

b-Our purpose should be to obtain the proper background to understand the all-
sufficient Scriptures.

c-The Scriptures have all the information necessary to teach us how to live so as to
please God, to motivate us to do what is right, to motivate us to abstain from wrong,
to strengthen us when we are in need, etc.

3-God operates in harmony with the principle of parsimony (is wise - 1 Tim. 1:17 — cf.
Rom. 16:27 and Ju. 25).

1 Tim. 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

a-wise (600 - dat. sing. masc. of 6odpog “[akin to codng and to the Lat. sapio,
sapiens, sapor, ‘to have a taste’, etc.; ... wise, i. e. a. skilled, expert ... b. wise, 1., e.
skilled in letters, cultivated, learned ... c. wise in a practical sense, 1. €. one who in
action is governed by piety and integrity ... d. wise in a philosophic sense, forming
the best plans and using the best means for their execution” [Thayer, p. 582]) God,
(God is unique, there is none other.)
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b-God forms the best plans and uses the best means for their execution. This is
called the principle of parsimony.

c-His perfection demands that He always operate in harmony with the principle of
parsimony in all that he does.

4-The usage of an enthymeme to understand what is implied by the things recorded in
these Scriptures.

a-One valid form of a categorical syllogism.

Major Premise: All A are B.
Minor Premise: C is A.
Conclusion: C is B.

b-The information used to determine what is implied by these things recorded in the
Scriptures.

Major Premise: All A are B.

Minor Premise: The meaning of an unfamiliar word is a thing that is explained in
the Scriptures.

Conclusion: The meaning of an unfamiliar word is a thing this is necessary to
understanding of the Scriptures.

c-The information contained from the minor premise and conclusion enables us to
reconstruct the Major Premise: All things that are explained in the Scriptures are
things that are necessary to understanding of the Scriptures.

B We are different than the people who lived in the times the Scriptures were being
written. (We do not understand their language, customs, geography, etc. and because of
this we need background information on these topics in order to fully understand the
Scriptures.)

1-The writers of the Scriptures often explained the meaning of words that were in a
language unfamiliar to the readers.

a-Matthew interpreted the word “Immanuel” for his readers (Mt. 1:23).

b-Mark interpreted the word “Golgotha” for his readers (Mk. 15:22).

c-A number of other words are interpreted for the readers. This implies that words
must be interpreted (translated) in order that the reader/listener might comprehend

the message.

d-Translators were necessary in order that the message might edify the audience (1
Cor. 14:4-5).
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2-The writers of the Scriptures often explained the customs of the Jews to Gentile
readers.

a-The Jewish relationship with the Samaritans is explained in Jn. 4:9.
b-The Jewish relationship to other races is explained by Peter (Acts 10:28).
c-The Jewish burial custom is explained in Jn. 19:40.

d-Roman customs are explained in Acts 25:16.

3-The writers of the Scriptures often explained the geography of the Bible lands to the
readers.

a-John reveals that the Sea of Galilee is the same as the Sea of Tiberius (Jn. 6:1).
b-The names of some places were changed (Jgs. 18:29).

c-Some places were given names that were linked to either their location or to some
event that transpired at the place (2 Chr. 20:26).

4-The writers of the Scriptures explained the political situations of the times.
a-Herod and Pilate were enemies until the trial of our Lord (Lk. 23:11-12).

b-Other passages, particularly in the Old Testament, give information about the
political situations of the time.

C Since God does not do anything unnecessary (parsimony) and all Scripture is profitable
(2 Tim. 3:16-17) we should even expect that incidental information is both necessary and
useful in interpreting the Scriptures.
1-We are told that Luke was a physician (Col. 4:14).
a-Of Luke, Robertson states: “One special item in his vocabulary is the large
number of medical terms in his writings, as is natural since he was a physician.” (p.

121)

b-His usage of medical terms is unique when compared with the other writers of the
New Testament.

2-The reason why God withheld the rain in 1 Kgs. 17:1-18:46.

a-Baal was the god of the weather and of fire.
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b-Jehovah commanded Elijah to display who was really the God of the
weather!
3-The reason for the contest of the fire on Mount Carmel in I Kings 18.
a-Baal was the god of fire.

b-Elijah attacked Baal on his own ground and Jehovah was vindicated.

c-Certainly we can understand the account of what occurred in these passages but it
is much richer when we understand the things just mentioned.

4-Note the usage of two sticks to start the fire (1 Kgs. 17:12).

a-This is a common method to cook in that region of the world. Americans build a
larger fire to cook, but primitive people use less fuel.

b-With wood in short supply it is necessary to cook with the minimum of fuel.
IIT The proper usage of authorities.
A The proper usage of dictionaries, lexicons, books of synonyms, etc.
1- Dictionaries define words as they are used (frequently as they are used today).

a-The English word baptize means “1. to administer baptism to 2. a: to purify or
cleanse spiritually esp. by a purging experience or ordeal b: INITIATE 3: to give a
name to” [Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10" ed.]

b-The Greek word Bamtilw “1. prop. to dip repeatedly, to immerge, submerge ...
2. to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water ... 3.
metaph. to overwhelm” [Thayer, p. 94]

c-It is evident that these definitions are not in agreement.
2-Hebrew/Greek lexicons are misused by some.

a-The Greek word YAwcoa “the tongue; 1. the tongue, a member of the body, the
organ of speech ... 2. a rongue, i. e. the language used by a particular people in
distinction from that of other nations ... 1 Co. xiv. 14), to speak with [in] a tongue
[the organ of speech], fo speak with tongues; this, as appears from 1 Co. xiv. 7
sqq., is the gift of men who, rapt in an ecstasy and no longer quite masters of their
own reason and consciousness, pour forth their glowing spiritual emotions in
strange utterances rugged, dark, disconnected, quite unfitted to instruct or to
influence the minds of others...” [Thayer, p. 118]
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b-Note the words in italics are the definition. The other words are merely the
commentary of Joseph Thayer.

c-Thayer says: “The nature and use of the New Testament writings require that the
lexicographer should not be hampered by a too rigid adherence to the rules of
scientific lexicography. A student often wants to know not so much the inherent
meaning of a word as the particular sense it bears in a given context or
discussion:-or, to state the same truth from another point of view, the lexicographer
often cannot assign a particular New Testament reference to one or another of the
acknowledged significations of a word without indicating his exposition of the
passage in which the reference occurs. In such a case he is compelled to assume, at
least to some extent, the functions of the exegete, although he can and should
refrain from rehearsing the general arguments which support the interpretation
adopted, as well as from arraying the objections to opposing interpretations.” (p.
vii)

3-Even with his definitions Thayer can be wrong. He has defined the Greek words

from Greek literature of the first century. It is possible that he has misinterpreted some

of that literature.

B The proper usage of history, archaeology, etc.

1-Historical methods are largely based upon science and are limited by the limitations
of the methods used to draw conclusions about the evidence.'

2-Archaeological methods are largely based upon science and are limited by the
limitations of the methods used to draw conclusions about the evidence.

IV Assumptions upon which the class in hermeneutics is based.
A Assumptions about God.
1-God Exists (this will not be proven in this course of study).

2-God created the heavens, Earth, and all that is in them (this will not be proven in this
course of study).

3-God inspired the Scriptures (this will not be proven in this course of study).
B Assumptions about the Scriptures.

1-The Scriptures are inspired in both a verbal and plenary manner.

! These limitations will be discussed in the next lesson.
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2-The Scriptures completely furnish man unto every good work (they contain the
universe of information of spiritual matters).
3-The Scriptures serve as a pattern for the Christian and the church.
4-The Scriptures are the exclusive authority in spiritual matters.

5-The Scriptures are complete (the canon is complete).

6-The Scriptures convey one central message from the beginning to the end of the
Scriptures.

a-Paul preached the same thing in all the churches (1 Cor. 4:17).
o-Paul did not withhold anything that was profitable to the church (Acts 20:20).

B-Paul declared the whole counsel of God to the church at Ephesus (Acts 20:26-
27).

v-Since Paul preached the same message in all the churches, he must have
preached the whole counsel of God in all the churches.

b-Paul only preached what Moses and the Prophets said would occur (Acts 26:22-
23).

c-All the prophets taught that man would be saved through the name of Jesus
through faith (Acts 10:42-43).

d-All the prophets taught that Jesus would be a Judge (Acts 10:42-43).
e-The same message was preached in all the churches. That message was the same
message that the Old Testament Scriptures taught. Jesus was to die for the sins of
the world (Acts 3:18, 24, and 26:22-23), salvation would be offered to both Jew and
Gentile, and that He would judge all mankind.
C Other assumptions.

1-We are not under the Old Testament, but we are under the New Testament.

2-The Scriptures were written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.

3-Those with a broad general education in Bible geography, customs of Bible lands,

knowledge of the original languages, etc. (if all other factors are equal) are better
qualified to interpret the Scriptures than those without this knowledge.
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D The problems of correct hermeneutics stated:

1-First, one must know what the Bible says. (This requires an accurate translation of
the Scriptures).

a-An accurate translation must be derived from the correct text of the Scriptures.

b-An accurate translation must be based upon a correct understanding of the nature
of inspiration.

c-An accurate translation must be based upon an honest effort to convey the exact
message that God placed in the Scriptures.

2-Second, one must know what the Bible means (This is the function of hermeneutics).
3-Third, it is assumed that one will love the truth enough to both acquire an accurate
translation of the Scriptures in order to know what the word of God says and then will
apply the correct hermeneutical techniques to the Scriptures.

a-Love of the truth is essential to being saved (2 Thess. 2:10).

b-Under the law of Moses the Children of Israel were commanded to love the truth
(Zech. 8:19).
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EPISTEMOLOGICAL PROBLEMS IN HERMENEUTICS

Introduction: Epistemological problems are fundamental problems in the area of
hermeneutics.

I Definition/outline of epistemology.
A Definition of the word “epistemology.”

1-The word “epistemology” is derived from two Greek words emoTOpLON “to put one’s
attention on, fix one’s thoughts on; ... to turn one’s self or one’s mind to, put one’s
thought upon a thing ... to understand ... to know.” [Thayer, p. 243] and Aoyog “prop.
a collecting, collection, [see Aeyw], - and that, as well of those things which are put
together in thought, as of those which, having been thought i. e. gathered together in
the mind, are expressed in words. Accordingly, a twofold use of the term is to be
distinguished: one which relates to speaking, and one which relates to thinking.”
[Thayer, p. 380]

a-Hermeneutics is the knowing of the collected thoughts of the mind of God in
matters relating to the salvation of mankind.

b-It is assumed that it is possible to understand the Scriptures, though some deny it
is possible.

c-Since God cannot lie (Tit. 1:2) it is not possible for two persons to come to
contradictory conclusions about the meaning of any portion of the Scriptures and
for both of them to have a correct interpretation.

2-1 consider that we know things in three different ways.
a-We know by logic or deductive reasoning.

o-Weknow that 1 +3=4and 2 + 2 =4, therefore 1 +3 =2 +2

B-Mathematics is based upon this type of reasoning. Any time an algebraic
formula is solved the answer is known by this method.

b-We know by evidence.

a-We know that George Washington was the first president of the United States
by this method.

B-We know that Jesus was resurrected from the dead by this method.

v-We know by evidence (Mt. 7:16, 20, 9:6, 16:3, Mk. 2:10-11, etc.).
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c-We know by empirical means.
a-We know many things by this method (e. g. some have been to New York
City and know by this means that it exists, but others have not been there and

know it exists by the second method).

B-This is called sight (2 Cor. 5:7) but knowing by evidence is called “faith (2
Cor. 5:7).

3-The question of the nature of truth is also inherent in epistemology.
a-Is truth absolute?
b-Is truth relative/tentative (not absolute)?
c-Is it possible to know truth? (The cynic says “no” the Christian says “yes.”)
B This is one of the basic questions philosophers ask. (How do we know things?)
1-Biblical theists claim that we know things by revelation from the mind of God.
a-This gets to a very fundamental question “is the Bible inspired of God?”
b-The second fundamental question is “how is the Bible inspired of God?”
c-The third fundamental question is “how do we interpret the Bible?”
d-In addition we claim that Bible truth is absolute (Ps. 119:89-91).
e-We believe the Bible to be complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
2-Atheists must implicitly claim that some truth is absolute.
a-The atheist claims to absolutely know at least one truth (that God does not exist).
b-Most atheists also claim to know other absolute truths.
a-That organic macroevolution occurred.
B-That the Universe is several billion years old.
v-Either matter is eternal or it created itself.

8-Other things are claimed to be known.
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c-All reputable scientists acknowledge that scientific truth is not absolute but is
tentative truth.

“No scientific theory, no matter how strongly supported by available evidence, is
final and unchallengeable; any good theory is always exposed to the possibility of
being overthrown by new observational evidence.” “American Association of
Physics Teachers statement on the teaching of evolution and cosmology.” American
Journal of Physics. Vol. 68, # 1, January 2000, p. 11.

o-Raup says: “that geology and paleontology are historical sciences ... and that
these sciences rely largely on statistical inference.” (p. 20) Raup, David M.
“Geology and Creationism.” Field Museum of Natural History Bulletin. Vol. 54,
March 1983, pp. 16-25. (This article is adapted from the essay “The Geological
and Paleontological Arguments of Creationism,” by David Raup, appearing in
Scientists Confront Creationism [W. W. Norton, 1983] edited by Laurie R.
Godfrey).

B-Some people misunderstand statistics and statistical methods. For example,
many people think that correlation proves there is a cause-and-effect relationship
between two different things. A lack of correlation proves there is no cause-and-
effect relationship but a correlation does not prove a cause-and-effect
relationship.

3-0Old Earth creationists are also trapped into some of these problems.

a-They must deny that Bible truth is absolute because they reject reasonable
interpretations of the Scriptures because of what science claims to be true.

b-Either they have science to be absolute truth and the Bible as tentative truth or
they have both scientific truth and biblical truth to be tentative truth (not absolute).

c-If they admit that biblical truth is absolute truth and that scientific truth is
tentative truth, then they are irrational to allow science to determine how they
interpret the Scriptures.
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4-Some claim that no person can properly interpret the Scriptures (they pervert
2 Pet. 1:19-21 by claiming that we cannot interpret the Scriptures).

20 TOVTO TPWTOV VVMOGKOVTES ‘0OTL TG TPOPT TELOL YPOLOT G LOLOG ETMAVGEWS OV
YLVETOL

a-The word “interpretation” ETAVGENG - abla. sing. of eMAVGCLS “[eMAV®, which
see], a loosening, unloosing ... metaph. interpretation” [Thayer, p. 240] This is
saying that prophecy does not come from the man but from God (cf. verse 21).

b-Verse 21 is an explanation of verse 20. Note the word “for” yop “T'op may
express: [1] a ground or reason, [b] an explanation, [c] a confirmation or

assurance;” [Dana and Mantey, p. 242]

c-This has nothing to do with interpreting the Scriptures but everything to do with
revealing the message of the will of God.

d-They have interpreted this passage (2 Pet. 1:19-21) to mean that we cannot
interpret the Scriptures. (Are they so irrational that they cannot see that this claim is

self-contradictory?)

C Biblical examples of people rejecting the absolute truth of the word of God for the
tentative truth of the word of men.

1-The Jews rejected the word of a prophet (Jeremiah) for the words of men (Jeremiah
44:15-23).

a-They refused to hearken to the words of the prophet of God (verse 16).
b-The followed the teachings of men (verse 17).
c-Their whole line of thinking was materialistic (verses 17-19).
d-The result was punishment by God (verses 20-23).
2-The Jews set aside the word of God for their traditions (Mt. 15:1-9 and MKk. 7:1-23).
a-The word of God is absolute truth.
b-Anything (including traditions) that contradicts the word of God is error.

c-One makes the word of God to be void (empty) by teaching things which
contradict the Scriptures.
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3-The  Sadducees rejected the resurrection because the Greek philosophies
of that time denied that a resurrection could occur.
a-The Greeks ridiculed the doctrine of the resurrection (Acts 17:32).

b-The Sadducees were influenced by the philosophies of the Greeks.

D Equating truth from mankind to Truth from God (the Scriptures) is an act of
ungodliness (2 Tim. 2:16).

1-The grace of God (the gospel) teaches us to deny ungodliness (Tit. 2:11-12).
a-ooePela “want of reverence towards God, impiety, ungodliness.” [Thayer, p. 79]
b-No man reveres God when he equates the ideas of men with the word of God.

c-Certainly one does not reverence God when he makes science equal to or even of
a higher rank than the word of God.

2-The truth has been revealed in the word of God and those who reject it are ungodly
(Rom. 1:18-19).

a-God is angry (has wrath against all ungodliness) toward any who have ungodly
attitudes.

b-The truth is hindered by this ungodly attitude.
c-These people had sufficient evidence in the Scriptures.
IT Applications of these truths to hermeneutics.
A Examples from psychology
1-Venting

a-For years psychologists have told people to “vent their anger” and that this was
healthy.

b-Now, psychologists have reversed their earlier contention that people should
“vent their anger.”

c-This demonstrates how science is unstable and not a safe guide.
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2-Psychologists once classified homosexuality as “deviant” in their
textbooks.

a-Now, psychologists claim that homosexuality is “normal.”
b-The Scriptures condemn homosexuality (Rom. 1:26-28).
c-These psychologists were formerly right but are now wrong.
B Examples from biological science.
1-Biologists claim that embryonic recapitulation occurs.
a-This is based upon the falsified drawings of Ernst Heinrich Haeckel.

b-Even if the drawings were proper it would not necessarily prove that conclusion
that organic macroevolution has occurred. This similarity could be because a
Creator designed these organisms with the best design possible.

c-“Science is ultimately concerned with identifying cause-and-effect relationships.
Since such relationships are always correlated, there is a strong tendency to reverse
the process and infer cause-and-effect status between two or more variables based
on an established correlation coefficient. The danger is clear: correlation does not
necessarily imply causation. Two variables simply may be correlated with a third
variable,...” (Isaac & Michael, p. 196)

d-Linton and Gallo state: In interpreting correlations, one caution is imperative.
When you find evidence for the existence of a relationship, you have not found
evidence that one factor ‘caused’ the other ... In many cases, both factors are
themselves caused by yet a third variable ... In general, causative statements are
inappropriate in the interpretation of correlations and should be avoided. (p. 342)

2-It has been claimed that there is scientific evidence that homosexuality is genetic
(Simon LeVay, Science, 1991.).

a-Scientists have not been able to replicate this claim (Horgan, John. “Gay Genes,
Revisited” Scientific American. Vol. 273 # 5, November 1995, p. 26.)

Horgan states: “LeVay’s finding has yet to be fully replicated by another
researcher. As for Hamer, one study has contradicted his results. More disturbingly,
he has been charged with research improprieties and is now under investigation by
the Federal Office of Research Integrity.” (p. 26)

b-Other scientists claim that it is not genetic (Horgan —above).

c-LeVay has been accused of research improprieties (Horgan — above).
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C Examples from physical science.

1-The laws of physical science demonstrate that a man cannot walk on water
(Archimedes principle) but Jesus did walk on water (Mt. 14:25).

a-We have an obvious miracle and must set aside science to believe the Scriptures.

b-We set aside science in this instance to accept the Scriptures, why not in other
instances?

c-Scientific evidence never proves anything beyond all doubt. It usually
demonstrates, by statistics, that something is probably true (with differing levels of
probability).

2-Scientists are human and subject to prejudices.

Dott and Prothero state: During the 1950s, biochemists developed a theory for the
origin of life that has had a profound influence upon geological thinking ever since.
That theory, ... required an oxygen-free, or anaerobic, ocean and atmosphere. Limited
experimental results seemed to confirm the inference that complex protein molecules
could not have formed if free molecular oxygen (O,) existed at the earth’s surface.
Naturally the biochemists then asked if the geologic record supported this apparent
requirement. Geologists quickly asserted that, “yes, indeed, Archean rocks bear
evidence of anaerobic early conditions.” ... both chemists and geologists then
hypothesized how our present oxygen-rich, or aerobic, atmosphere might have
developed slowly.

Geologic evidence cited for Archean anaerobic conditions may not stand up well to
critical scrutiny, and hindsight suggests that perhaps geologists “found” what the
biochemists wanted. (pp. 184-185)

a-A number of similar instances of dishonesty by scientists can be cited from
scientific literature.

b-This is not the quote of a theist but a quote from atheists.

c-I have included a number of similar quotes in my book “A Study of the Biblical
Flood.”

D Examples from history.
1-The standard claim of the Communists is that Jesus of Nazareth never existed.

a-There is abundant historical evidence that He existed.
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b-The evidence is overwhelming that He not only existed but that He was
crucified, was buried, and rose on the third day.

2-This whole line of reasoning is summed up in the following expression “absence of
evidence is not the same as evidence of absence.”

a-The whole line of reasoning of the atheist is summed up in the following invalid
hypothetical syllogism:

If there is evidence that occurred, then occurred.
There is no evidence that occurred.
Therefore, did not occur.

b-This argument contains the fallacy of “denying the antecedent.”
IIT Elaboration of the principles.
A The application of the a fortiori principle to these three ways of knowing things.
1-If God is greater than man, then His Word is greater than the word of man.
a-God is certainly greater than man.
b-Therefore, His Word is greater than the word of man.

c-We must allow our knowledge of the Scriptures to supercede our knowledge
gained by science.

2-Athiests/agnostics have argued that they had no evidence of the existence of the
Hittite nation, therefore it did not exist.

a-They argued that there must be an error in the Scriptures because they spoke of a
Hittite nation.

b-Christians properly remained steadfast in their conviction that the Scriptures were
right in spite of what the scientists claimed. (The archaeological evidence for the
existence of the Hittite nation was eventually found by archaeologists.)



22
c-Skeptics have foolishly made this same type of argument with respect to the
city of Ai.
a-Example 1:
If archeologists have found the city of Ai, then the city of Ai existed.
Archeologists have not found the city of Ai.
Therefore the city of Ai did not exist.
This fallacy was committed by Callaway (Callaway, Joseph A. “Joseph A.
Callaway: 1920-1988.” Biblical Archaeology Review. Nov./ Dec. 1988, p.
24).
B-Example 2:
If archeologists have dated the destruction of the city of Ai at about 1,400
BC, then the city of Ai was destroyed in about 1,400 BC.
The archeologists have not dated the destruction of the city of Ai at about
1,400 BC.
Therefore, the city of Ai was not destroyed in about 1,400 BC.
Callaway also made this argument (cf. above).

B Both science and logic can be helpful in interpretation of the Scriptures.

1-Science is the handmaiden of the Scriptures, the Scriptures are not the handmaiden
of science.

a-Jesus demonstrated that we can know things from observation (Mt. 16:2-3).

b-The writer of Proverbs demonstrates that we can learn from observation, which is
the basis of science (Pro. 30:24-28).

c-The whole Universe obeys the laws of God (Ps. 119:89-91).

2-The Lord used logic repeatedly in making arguments to prove His points.
a-Jesus used a logical dilemma in Lk. 20:3-7.
b-Jesus used an hypothetical syllogism in Mt. 22:41-45.

c-In fact, the entirety of the will of God is reasonable (Rom. 12:1-2).
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REASONS FOR MISUNDERSTANDING THE SCRIPTURES

Introduction: There are several reasons why people misunderstand the Scriptures.
I Dishonesty is one reason why some people misunderstand the Scriptures.
A Many of the Jews were dishonest.
1-They noted the miracles but still denied Him (Jn. 11:47-48).
a-They noted the miracles of the apostles also (Acts 4:16).
b-They could not withstand the preaching of Stephen (Acts 7:54 and 57).
2-They had hardened their hearts (Eph. 4:18 and Mt. 13:14-15).

3-The Scriptures were written in such a manner that the dishonest will not understand
(Isa. 28:11-13).

a-They would not hear (Isa. 28:12).
b-The word was written in order to break and snare them (Isa. 28:13).
c-This is the meaning of 2 Thess. 2:10-12.
a-They did not love the truth (2 Thess. 2:10).
B-Because of not loving the truth, God sent a working of error (2 Thess. 2:11).

v-The word of God is written in such a manner that the dishonest will believe a
lie.

B Desire to please the world causes some people to be dishonest.
1-Demas desired to please the world (2 Tim. 4:10).
2-Some of the Jews that believed loved the praise of men (Jn. 12:42-43).
3-The unstedfast wrest (twist) the Scriptures (Ps. 56:5, 2 Pet. 3:16 and Eph. 4:18).
a-The untaught are blown by winds of doctrines (Eph. 4:14).
b-These harbor doubts in their minds (Jas. 1:6).

4-Some try to pervert the word of God (Acts 13:8-10 and 20:30).
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C Pride causes some to be dishonest (1 Cor. 1:26).
1-The mighty (strong in their own eyes) see no need in seeking help from God.
2-The wise (in their own eyes) see no need in study of the word of God.
3-Pride causes many to fall (Pro. 16:18).
a-Pride brings shame (Pro. 11:2).
b-Prides brings contention (Pro. 13:10).
c-Pride brings one low (Pro. 29:23).
d-Pride deceives (Obad. 3).
4-The pride of King Saul (1 Sam. 15:17) caused his downfall.
a-His pride caused him to blame others for his own sin (1 Sam. 15:24).
b-Pride caused him to be dishonest.

c-Saul’s confession was not even real since he tried to blame the people for his sin
instead of taking the blame himself.

II Prejudice is a hindrance to a study of the word of God.
A Examples of prejudice.
1-Peter was prejudiced (Gal. 2:11-12).

a-Paul calls it hypocrisy (the Greek word translated dissimulation means
“hypocrisy” [Gal. 2:13]).

b-Peter did not properly interpret the word of God because of his prejudice.
a-Peter should have understood from Mk. 16:15-16 that the gospel was for all.

B-Peter did not properly interpret his own preaching (Acts 2:39).
2-Apollos was prejudiced (Acts 18:24-26).

a-When shown his error Apollos changed.
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b-Apollos was honest, because when he learned more of the facts he saw his
error and began to teach the truth.

B Prejudice is not necessarily dishonesty.

1-Peter was not dishonest, he just did not consider the effects of his actions (Galatians
2).

2-An honest man may be prejudiced but he will change his mind when he is shown his
error.

a-All people have preconceived notions (prejudices).

b-A fool will never change his mind. We must have our senses educated by the word
of God (Heb. 5:14).

c-We must be led by the word of God and be honest enough to change our minds as
we learn more of the Scriptures.

3-Until people recognize that they have imperfect knowledge and therefore their ideas
may not be right they will not arrive at a knowledge of the truth. This is true because
they will not study in order to grow.

a-Our knowledge must grow and we can grow in grace thereby (2 Pet. 3:18).

b-We must form our convictions on the knowledge we possess. But we must be

willing to change our convictions as our knowledge increases, if further study

reveals that we formed the wrong convictions.

c-This must not be interpreted to mean that we cannot be sure of the truth. Once we
have considered the complete word of God we can be sure we have the truth.

4-A prejudiced but honest person may study the Scriptures and note Mk. 16:15-16, Mt.
28:18-20, 1 Pet. 3:21, etc. and determine that baptism is essential to salvation. Suppose
that he has grown up thinking that baptism is sprinkling, he might desire to be sprinkled
for remission of sin.

a-He has not considered all the facts (i.e. baptism is a burial Rom. 6:4).

b-He will eventually learn that he has not truly been baptized, as he studies.

c-Honesty demands that he admit his error and rectify it.
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5-One may have preconceived notions (prejudices) because of his educational
background, cultural background, etc.

a-If a person has studied the biological sciences in college he may be predisposed to
think the theory of organic macroevolution is true. This could affect his
interpretation of chapters one and two of Genesis. He may attempt to reconcile his
prejudices with what the Scriptures say.

b-If a person has grown up in a society that hated other races, he may be predisposed
to interpret the Scriptures in such a way as to draw the conclusion that other races
are “less than human” in some manner.

c-If one has studied geology in an American university he may be predisposed to
think that uniformitarian geology is true. This could affect his interpretation of
Genesis 6-9.

d-etc.

6-When an honest man is shown that he is in error one of two things happens: either he
admits his error or he becomes dishonest and denies his error.
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BASIC RULES OF BIBLE INTERPRETATION

Introduction: There are four basic rules that must be used in every passage of Scripture that
we may study. These rules are the same common sense rules we would use to study
Shakespeare, physics, history, or any book of literature.

1-First, we must ask “who is speaking?”’

2-Second, we must ask “who is being spoken to?”

3-Third, we must ask “what is the context of the discussion?”

4-Fourth, we must ask “is the language literal or figurative?”

I We have several commandments which imply that we can systematically study the
Scriptures.

2 Tim. 2:15 (ASV) Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, 2hamdling aright the word of truth.

2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV) Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

GTOVANCOV GEQVTOV SOKILOV TAPAUCTNOOL TM OEW EPYOTNV HVETHLCTYVVTOV 0
PBOTOLOVVTA TOV AOYOV TNG AN OELOG

A Give diligence (cTovdocov - 2™ pers. sing. aor. 1 imper. of GTEVSW “to hasten.”

[Thayer, p. 584] Translated “study” in the KJV. Same word is found in 2 Tim. 4:9 and 21
[translated “give diligence”] and in 8 other passages.)

1-to present thyself (ceovTov ... topactnoot - aor. 1 infin. of wapioTUL “to
place beside or near.” [Thayer, p. 489]) approved (doKIlOV - acc. sing. masc. of
SOKLUOG “accepted, particularly of coins and metals ... proved, tried.” [Thayer, p.
155])

a-unto God, (Tm Bew - dative singular of ®€0¢)

b-It really does not matter whether or not we please men.

c-There is a standard of conduct that pleases God.

% ASV footnote = holding a straight course in the word of truth. Or rightly dividing the word of truth.
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2-a workman (gpyatny - acc. sing. of epyatng “a workman, a laborer ... one who
does, a worker.” [Thayer, p. 248])

a-that needeth not to be ashamed, (avemoucyvviov - acc. sing. masc. of
QVETTOLGYVVTOG “OL priv. and EROULCYVV® ... having no cause to be ashamed.”
[Thayer, p. 44])

b-Some workmen ought to be ashamed because they do no please their master.

3-handling aright (opBotopovvto - acc. sing. masc. part. pres. of 0pOOTOUE®
“opBotonog cutting straight, and this from opOo¢ and Teuvw ... fo cut straight.”
[Thayer, p. 453] This participle explains the verb “present.”)

a-the word (A0YoG “prop. a collecting, collection, [see Aeyw], - and that, as well of
those things which are put together in thought, as of those which, having been
thought i. e. gathered together in the mind, are expressed in words. Accordingly, a
twofold use of the term is to be distinguished: one which relates to speaking, and
one which relates to thinking.” [Thayer, p. 380]) of truth.
(tov Aoyov TG aknbetag - Notice the singular usage of Aoyog which denotes that
unity of the Scriptures.)

b-The word (AOYOG “prop. a collecting, collection, [see Aeyw], - and that, as well of
those things which are put together in thought, as of those which, having been
thought i. e. gathered together in the mind, are expressed in words. Accordingly, a
twofold use of the term is to be distinguished: one which relates to speaking, and
one which relates to thinking.” [Thayer, p. 380]) of truth is the collected thoughts of
God.
c-This implicitly teaches:

a-1t is possible to properly handle (interpret) the word of truth.

B-It is possible to improperly handle (interpret) the word of truth (2 Pet. 3:16).

v-Timothy was expected to know the difference between sound hermeneutics
and unsound hermeneutics.

B It requires effort to study the Scriptures.

1-There is weariness in study (Ecc. 12:12), it is not easy.
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2-Peter tells us some things are hard to understand (2 Pet. 3:16), not impossible just
difficult. Paul uses the figure of strong meat (Heb. 5:11-14).
a-The first principles (milk) are written in such a manner that an uneducated man
can understand them. The meat will challenge even the most brilliant and educated
man.
b-Two factors are involved in wresting (twisting) the Scriptures (2 Pet. 3:16).

a-Ignorance (literal-undiscipled or not taught).

B-Unstedfastness (lack of grounding, not sure of self-implies only a superficial
knowledge of the truth).

3-Difficulty in interpretation can be the fault of the reader (Heb. 5:11).
C The Bible is like no other book, there is always something new to be learned from it.

1-Sometimes we neglect the study of the Old Testament and have the mistaken idea
that we do not need to study it. There are several reasons to study the Old Testament.

a-It is an example for us (1 Cor. 10:6).
b-It was written for our learning (Rom. 15:4).
2-All Scripture is profitable (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
IT The first question to ask when we study a passage of Scripture is “who is speaking?”
A Satan spoke in Gen. 3:4 and he lied.
1-We certainly would not want to believe everything Satan says.
2-Some have even taken doctrine from Satan’s words.
B Satan quoted Scripture (Mt. 4:5-6).
1-He applied the Scripture to Jesus.

2-We cannot conclude that the passage was fulfilled in Jesus, since we have the word of
Satan as proof since he is the father of liars (Jn. 8:44).

C Job’s three friends made statements which some take as doctrine. They thought that
calamity was always the result of a person’s own sin (it is sometimes the result of one’s
sins, but not always).
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D Even some members of the Lord’s church misapply Scripture (Acts 8:18-24).

1-Peter said, by inspiration, to pray for yourself (Acts 8:22).
2-Simon said pray for me (Acts 8:24) and Simon did not speak by inspiration.

3-Yes, other Scriptures teach that we are to pray for each other (Jas. 5:16), but that is
not a legitimate excuse for wresting this passage.

IIT The second rule is “who is being spoken to?”’

A This is a much neglected rule of Bible study since we do not build an ark, yet the Bible
says to build an ark (Gen. 6:13-14).

1-God spoke to Noah.
2-God never said this is only for Noah, yet we understand that by his commanding
Noah to build and not stating that others were to build, he excluded others from this

commandment. This will be expounded in the lesson on “The Laws of Exclusion and
Inclusion.”

B God commanded the children of Israel to keep the ten commandments (Deut. 5:1-2).

1-No passage can be cited that made anyone, except Jews, to be amenable to these
commandments.

2-By the absence of a universal commandment to keep the ten commandments the law
of exclusion frees the Gentiles (all not Jews are Gentiles) from any obligation to keep
the ten commandments.

C Let us note a familiar passage in our discussion of who is being spoken to (Acts 2:38).
We first determine that the one speaking is directed by God (Peter the apostle is speaking,
therefore we accept it as inspired of God).

1-The ones being spoken to were present in Jerusalem in AD 30.

2-The ones spoken to were Jews (no Gentiles were present).

3-This passage was not spoken to us and does not apply to us unless another passage
makes it applicable (by implication).

a-Repentance is for all mankind (Acts 17:30).

b-Baptism is for all mankind (Mk. 16:15-16 and Mt. 28:18-20).
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IV Applications of the second rule.

A Some failures by denominational people to apply this rule.

1-Some denominations do not apply this rule when they try to observe the Old
Testament dietary laws (Seventh Day Adventists etc.).

a-The dietary laws were done away after the flood for a time (Gen. 9:3).
b-The dietary laws were given only to the Jews later (Lev. 11:1-47).
c-The dietary laws were done away for the Jews (Acts 10:9-16 and 28).

2-The Pentecostals do not apply this rule when they claim the power to work miracles.
a-They apply promises given only to the apostles (Jn. 14:26 etc.) to modern man.
b-They agree that the promises of Joel 2:28-32 (cf. Acts 2:17-21) are limited.

a-They agree that the expression all flesh does not include non-believers (Jn.
14:17).

B-They agree that the expression all flesh excludes animals.

Y-Therefore they admit that Acts 2:17-21 is limited by the remainder of the
Scriptures.

3-Denominational people quote Rev. 3:20 as a proof text for how to be saved.
a-Jesus is speaking to the church (cf. Rev. 3:14) not to alien sinners.
b-Jesus is wanting the church members to let him in, that is to repent.
B Failures to apply this principle by members of the Lord’s church.
1-Some have opposed the wearing of pant-suits on the basis of Deut. 22:5.
a-This passage was spoken to Jews.
b-This was never given to the church.

2-Some have misapplied the work of the Comforter to the dwelling of the Holy Spirit
(John 14-17).

a-The Lord promised the Comforter to the disciples (apostles-Jn. 14:16-17).
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b-The work of the Comforter was miraculous (Jn. 16:12-14).

c-Christians are comforted by the word of God (Acts 9:31, 13:15, 15:31, Rom. 15:4,
1 Tim. 4:13, etc.).

d-The following illustrates the manner of the Spirit’s operation. (This will be
clarified in the lesson on “Agency in the Scriptures.”

Holy Spirit------------ >Scriptures (word of God)------------- >Christian comforted.
V The type of language (only two types are used in speech, literal and figurative).
A Rules for determining whether language is literal or figurative.

1-The general rule of interpretation is that literal language is the usual case, with
figurative language being the exceptional case.

2-The language is figurative if it poses an impossibility if it is taken literally (exceptions
to this rule are events known to be a miracle).

a-Herod cannot be a literal fox (Lk. 13:32).

b-Jesus cannot be a literal door (Jn. 10:7).
3-The language is figurative if it would be a violation of God’s law to take it literally or
such interpretation would cause one to violate God’s law if obeyed. This can be done
by either enjoining evil or prohibiting good.

a-Jesus commanded Christians to drink his blood (Mt. 26:26-28).

b-Christians are commanded not to eat blood (Acts 15:20 and 29).

4-The language is figurative if it would pose a contradiction to take it literally (Jn.
3:16).

a-Belief is put for all acts of obedience (figurative language).

b-He says nothing about grace, yet is it essential to salvation (Eph. 2:8-10).

c-He says nothing about repentance yet all are required to repent (Acts 17:30).
d-He says nothing about confession yet all are required to confess (Mt. 10:32-33).

e-He says nothing about baptism yet all must be baptized (Mk. 16:15-16).



33
5-The language is figurative if it would be repulsive to mankind to be taken literally.

a-Jesus said we must eat his flesh (Jn. 6:48-58). Eating human flesh is repulsive.

b-The Bible in no place specifically condemns eating human flesh (it does condemn
murder).

6-The language is figurative if it is said to be figurative.
a-Jesus said he would rebuild the temple if it was destroyed (Jn. 2:19-21).

b-Numerous stories are called a parable or an allegory in the Scriptures (this is an
inspired interpretation of the passage as figurative language).

7-The language is figurative if it is contrary to common sense or poses an absurdity to
take it literally (1 Cor. 3:2, Heb. 5:12-14, etc.).

a-Paul could have fed the church at Corinth milk but common sense tells us he is
referring to the first principles of the word of God (1 Cor. 3:2).

b-Paul could be calling the Hebrews Christians babies (babes) because they actually
were babies but common sense tells us he is calling them immature Christians.

c-This rule must be used with great caution, since it can be misapplied because of
one’s theological bias.

8-The language is figurative if it is said in irony or mockery.
a-Elijah mocked the false prophets (1 Kgs. 18:27).

b-Paul used irony (a mode of speech by which words express a sense contrary to that
really intended [1 Cor. 4:8]).

o-The kingdom was in existence in the first century (Rev. 1:6 and 9).
B-The kingdom was established during the lifetime of the apostles (Mk. 9:1).
v-From points “or” and “B” (above) we determine that it would pose a

contradiction to interpret this passage (1 Cor. 4:8) literally, therefore it must be
figurative (irony).
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B Since literal language would be less difficult to understand than figurative
language, figurative passages must yield to literal passages when being interpreted.

1-The kingdom has been established (8-b-i, ii and iii above).

2-The 1000 year reign cannot be at the second coming of Christ because Revelation 20
is notably a figurative passage).

a-Any interpretation of Revelation 20 must yield to the fact that the kingdom has
already been established (Mk. 9:1).

b-This amounts to pitting Revelation 20 against Mk. 9:1.
c-The book of Revelation is a book of signs (Rev. 1:1).
Rev. 1:1 (ASV) The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show unto

his servants, even the things which must shortly come to pass: and he sent and
signified it by his angel unto his servant John;

OTOKOAVYLG 11COV X PLGTOV NV EGOKEV CLLTM "0 B€0g Se1ENL TOLS SOVAOLG
QLTOV O OEL YEVEGOOIL EV TOYEL KO ECTLOVEV OTTOGTELAOG OLOL TOV OLYYEAOL
QLTOV TM SOVAM CLLTOV LOAVVT

a-eonpavev (3 pers. sing. aor. 1, ind. of onpouv® “ro give a sign, to signify,
indicate” [Thayer, p. 573]) This word is found in Jn. 12:33, 18:32, 21:19, Acts
11:28, 25:27, and Rev. 1:1.

B-The Holy Spirit is telling the reader that this book contains signs (figurative
language).

v-Unfortunately, some modern speech translations have mistranslated this word.

0-This teaches, by implication, that the normal order of interpretation is to
interpret the language as literal.
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GREATER THAN

Introduction: The principle that if A > B and something is true for B then it is true for A is
used in several passages of Scripture to prove doctrinal points. This argument is also called a
fortiori (for greater cause).

I Usage of this principle in the Scriptures.

A Usage by Jesus to prove his doctrinal points.

1-Jesus used this argument in the sermon on the mount to demonstrate the futility of
anxiety over food and drink (Mt. 6:25-26).

2-Jesus used this argument in the sermon on the mount to demonstrate the futility of
worry over our stature (Mt. 6:27).

3-Jesus used this argument in the sermon on the mount to demonstrate the futility of
worry over our clothing (Mt. 6:28-30).

4-Jesus used this argument to prove that He could heal on the sabbath (Mt. 12:9-12, Lk.
13:10-17, and 14:1-6).

5-Jesus used this argument to prove that the Jews were wrong in several of their
traditions (Mt. 23:16-22).

a-The greater sanctifies the lesser.
b-Anything related to the greater is sanctified.
B Usage by Paul to prove his doctrinal points.

1-Paul used the argument that man is greater than an ox to argue for the right of a
preacher to be supported (1 Cor. 9:8-11).

2-Paul used the argument that an apostle is greater than other preachers therefore
apostles have the right to be supported if other preachers have this right (1 Cor. 9:12).

3-Paul used the argument that the New Testament is greater than the Old Testament
and since the Jews were punished for violating the Law of Moses they would be given

a sorer punishment for violating the New Testament (Heb. 10:28-29).

4-Paul used the argument that if the blood of goats and bulls and a heifer sanctified
then the blood of Christ would much more sanctify (Heb. 9:13-14).

5-This principle of hermeneutics is used often in the Book of Hebrews.
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C Peter was expected to use this principle in his interpretation of the events of Acts
10:16).

1-He rightly interpreted the visions given to him (Acts 10:28).

2-This does not make sense without the argument from the greater to the lesser being
linked with sound reasoning.

II Applications of this principle to modern day questions in the Lord's church.
A Application to elders and deacons.
1-It is evident that elders have a greater work than either preachers or deacons.

2-If the wives of deacons are to have certain qualifications (1 Tim. 3:11), then the wives
of the elders must have equal or greater qualifications.

3-If the wives of a preacher must be believers then the wives of elders must be believers
(1 Cor. 9:5).

B Application to the question of the dwelling of the Holy Spirit.

1-It is evident that if Acts 2:28-29 refers to the dwelling of the Holy Spirit, then there
was not an dwelling of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.

2-If the New Testament is greater than the Old Testament (Heb. 8:6) and the Old
Testament did not require a direct/literal/personal dwelling of the Holy Spirit to affect
either:

a-Conviction,

b-Conversion,

c-Sanctification.

3-Then the New Testament must be able to affect conviction, conversion, and
sanctification without a direct/literal/personal dwelling of the Holy Spirit.

C Application to the problem of church cooperation.

1-Preaching and teaching of the word of God is more important than benevolence (Acts
6:1-4).

2-The church can scripturally cooperate in benevolence (Acts 11:27-30).
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GREATER THAN, PART 2

Introduction: If a is greater than b, then a supersedes b. This principle (a fortiori) will be
examined further in this lesson.

I The principle of primogenitor stated. “a” is greater than “b” because “a” existed before “b”
existed. (The new in time is less than the old in time — Lk. 22:26-27).

A Examples of primogenitor, and other a fortiori arguments, from the Scriptures.
1-The older is greater than the younger (Lk. 22:26).
2-The one served is greater than the servant (Lk. 22:27).
3-The one giving a blessing is greater than the one being blessed (Heb. 7:7).

4-These three (and others of a similar nature) are merely functional greatness. One
should not assume that the person is greater in every sense than the lesser person.

a-God is no respecter of persons (Lev. 19:15, Deut. 1:17, 2 Chr. 19:7, and Rom.
2:11).

b-It would be a respect of persons if an older person was greater in the eyes of God
than a younger person or if the master was greater than the servant (Eph. 6:9).

c-From a standpoint of salvation all persons are equal (Acts 10:34-35, Col. 3:25,
etc.).

B Two of the above principles are used in Heb. 7:4-10).
1-The less is blessed by the greater (Heb. 7:7).

a-The argument is that Melchizedek is greater than Abraham because he blessed
Abraham.

b-The writer of Hebrews calls it an evident truth (it is “without any dispute” Heb.
7:7).

c-He uses the word “better” rather than “greater” but they are equivalent.

2-Abraham is greater than Isaac, Jacob, and Levi because of primogenitor rights (Heb.
7:9-10).
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3-The conclusion is that Melchizedek 1is greater than Levi and his priesthood is
greater than the priesthood of Levi (Heb. 7:4-10).

a-Since Jesus is a priest after the order of Melchizidek, His priesthood is greater
than the priesthood of Levi (Aaron).

b-This proves the Jewish Christians should not return to the law of Moses (the
levitical priesthood).

C Application of these principles to the question of whether or not non-apostles could
impart miraculous gifts by the laying on of hands.

I-Some claim Ananias imparted apostleship to Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:11-12). This
principle proves that miraculous gifts came only from an apostle.

a-An apostle is greater than other offices (1 Cor. 12:28 and Eph. 4:8-14) by the
principle of primogenitor.

b-The reception of a miraculous gift was a blessing.

c-The reception of a miraculous gift came from a greater office because the lesser is
blessed of the greater or better (Heb. 7:7).

2-Apostleship had to come directly from one greater than an apostle.
a-Only Jesus is greater than an apostle in the Lord’s church (Jn. 13:16).

b-It is evident that apostleship is equal to the baptism in the Holy Spirit which Jesus
performed (Mt. 3:11).

IT Additional problems with this principle.

A It might appear that if this principle were true, then the Old Testament must be greater
than the New Testament.

1-The Old Testament obviously came before the New Testament.
a-The New Testament came after the death of Jesus (Heb. 9:16-17).
b-The law of Moses came 430 years after the promise to Abraham (Gal. 3:15-17).
c-Under normal conditions the Old Testament would be greater than the New
Testament, but Gal. 3:15-17 demonstrates that the New Testament was designed to

supercede the Old Testament and preceded the Old Testament because it is based
upon the promise to Abraham.
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2-If the Scriptures state that the younger is greater than the elder, then it is
true.
a-The Scriptures explicitly state that the New Testament is greater (Heb. 8:6).

b-The Scriptures implicitly state that the New Testament is greater.

a-The New Testament has a greater tabernacle, priesthood, high priest, sacrifice,
king, etc.

B-All aspects of the New Testament are greater than the Old Testament.
B If this principle is true, then Esau must be greater than Jacob.
1-Esau was obviously older than Jacob (Gen. 25:23-26).
a-God revealed that the elder nation would serve the younger (Gen. 25:23).

b-The servant is not greater than his master (Jn. 13:16). Therefore, Jacob is greater
than Esau.

c-Esau was put for his posterity which was hated by God for its wickedness (Rom.
9:10-13).

d-Esau (Edom) was to serve a Jewish King (Amos 9:11-12 and Acts 15:14-18).
a-David is put for his posterity (Jesus).
B-The Edomites served a Jewish King when they obeyed the gospel.
2-If the Scriptures state that the younger is greater than the elder, then it is true.

3-It is evident that the older is greater than the younger, unless the Scriptures state
(either explicitly or implicitly) otherwise.

C There can be exceptions to universal propositions.
1-All things were subjected to Jesus Christ (Mt. 28:18, Heb. 2:8-9, etc.).
a-God the Father is excepted (1 Cor. 15:27-28).
b-This is universal, with only one exception.

c-The completely revealed will of God will give every exception to a universal
proposition.
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2-Since the Scriptures are the complete will of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17, 2 Pet. 1:2-3, etc.)
we cannot accept any exception not taught by them.

a-Either taught explicitly
b-Or taught implicitly.
IIT Applications of this principle to the interpretation of several passages of Scripture.
A Question: When do we obey the civil rulers?

1-Jesus left some matters to the civil government (Mt. 22:21, Mk. 12:17, Lk. 20:25,
and Lk. 12:13-14).

a-Peter commanded that we be subject to the civil government (1 Pet. 2:13-17).
b-Paul commanded that we be subject to the civil government (Rom. 13:1-7).
a-Civil rulers derive their power from God (Rom. 13:1-2).

B-Civil rulers should encourage good and discourage evil (Rom. 13:3-4 and 1
Pet. 2:13-14).

c-Civil rulers do not have the right to either encourage evil or discourage good
(Acts 5:29).

d-This responsibility was abused by the claim of “divine right of kings.”

2-The church derives its instructions from God (the Scriptures) which is a greater
source than from man.

a-Since God is greater than any civil ruler we must obey God rather than men when
there is a conflict between their commandments (Acts 5:29).

b-The civil rulers do not have the authority to change the doctrine of the Lord’s
church.

3-The home was established by God before the civil government (in Eden) and by
primogenitor rights supersedes the civil government if there is a conflict.

a-God has given certain power to the civil government (Rom. 13:1-7, 1 Pet. 2:13-
17, etc.).
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b-The civil government does not have the authority to supersede the home
without authority from God. For example, if the father was doing physical harm to
his children, the civil government could step in and become a terror to this evil.
B Question: When does a wife obey her husband?

1-The wife is to be subject to her husband (Eph. 5:22). Therefore he is greater than her
(1 Tim. 2:12-13).

a-There is more responsibility given to the husband (Lk. 12:48).
b-Neither the wife nor the husband is under bondage to their spouse (1 Cor. 7:15).

1 Cor. 7:15 Yet if the unbelieving departeth, let him depart: the brother or the sister
is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us in peace.

15 &1 8¢ 0 amotog ywprieton xmp1lesbm ov dedovAiwtal 0 adeldogn M
adeAdN EV TOLG TOLOVTOLS EV OE ELPMVT KEKANKEV MUOS ‘0 BE0g

a-0L dedovAmron - 3 pers. sing perf. ind. pass. of S0VAO® “to make a slave
of, reduce to bondage.” [ Thayer, p. 158]

B-It is a shame that many men have not learned the road to true greatness (Mt.
20:25-28) but desire to be served by their wives.

v-It is astounding to hear men say something to their wives like “woman get me
a cup of coffee” as if she were his servant.

¢-The husband must not think he is of more value than his wife or that God thinks
more of him than of her.

a-The civil rulers are greater than Christians (in their realm of authority) but are
not of more value than Christians in the eyes of God.

B-The husband must be in subjection to the elders but they are not of more value
in the eyes of God.
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2-The lordship of the husband (1 Pet. 3:5-6) is tempered by the word “lord”
(Kvplog “he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has the power of
deciding; master, lord; used a. univ. of a possessor and disposer of a thing the
owner.” [Thayer, p. 365] “kyrios implies a limited moral authority whose wielder
takes into consideration the good of those over whom it is exercised ... wherever a
more humane view of slavery was present, the antithesis ... was ... that of kyrios to
doulos.” [Trench, pp. 111-112])

a-The word translated “lord” (1 Pet. 3:6) is kvp10g (cf. the definition above).

b-He will always have her best interests at heart and will even sacrifice his wishes
in order to care for her needs (Eph. 5:25).

IV Application of the logical process of transposition (contraposition) to this principle.
A Logical transposition explained.
1-Transposition explained by logical formulas.
a-Conditional syllogisms (a valid syllogism).
If a, then b.
a is true.

Therefore, b is true.

b-This argument (above) can be changed by transposition. The antecedent a
exchanges places with the consequent b and both are negated. (Remember a double
negative becomes a positive.)

c-The valid syllogism (above) becomes:

If not b, then not a.
Not b.
Therefore, not a.

2-Peter used this principle (2 Pet. 2:10-11).
a-Peter’s argument:
If angels are greater than us and they do not rail at dignities, then we should not
rail at dignities.

Angels are greater than us and they do not rail at dignities.
We should not rail at dignities.
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b-Since Peter used this hermeneutical principle, we can use (are
expected to use) this principle.

B Application of logical transposition to a problem in understanding the Scriptures. If
something is not true of our Lord (who is greater than us), then it is not true for us.

1-If our Lord (who is greater than us) could not escape the responsibility of serving,
then we do not escape the responsibility of serving (Jn. 13:14-17).

a-Jesus is teaching the necessity of serving.
b-Jesus is teaching the necessity of humility.

2-If the Lord did not escape persecution, then they will not escape persecution (Jn.
15:20).

a-All who have the will (intent) to live godly lives will be persecuted (2 Tim.

b-Even if we preach the truth in love, the world will persecute us in a number of
ways.

3-If the church should not observe holy days from the Old Testament (God ordained
holy days), then the church should not observe manmade holy days.

a-The church was not to observe God ordained holy days from the Old Testament
(Col. 2:16-17, Gal. 4:8-11, etc.).

b-The church should not observe Easter, Christmas, Lent, etc.

a-Additional proof that the church cannot scripturally observe Easter,
Christmas, etc.

If the Scriptures have not sanctified a day as holy for the church, then man
cannot sanctify days as holy for the church.

The Scriptures have not sanctified Easter, Christmas, etc. as holy for the church.
Therefore Easter, Christmas, etc. are not holy for the church.
B-Can the individual family observe Easter, Christmas, etc.?

i-Yes, if the head of the family deems that it is useful for the family to do so
(Rom. 14:5-6).

ii-They cannot bind it upon other families or upon the church (Col. 2:16-17).
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iii-They need to be careful that their liberty does not become a
stumblingblock to those outside the church.

c-Sanctification is something done by the greater (Mt. 23:16-19).

4-1f the wives of the prophets were to remain silent (1 Cor. 14:34-35), then other wives
were to remain silent (not to speak).

a-The office of a prophet is greater than any office in the church today (1 Cor.
12:28).

b-If it is true that the greater are not to speak, then it is true that the lesser is not to
speak.

c-Therefore, this has application to the church today.

d-Some claim this is referring to the wives of the prophets mentioned in verse 32.
But this does not change the principle (as evidenced by this argument).

5- If God is greater that man and man cannot do evil that good would come (Rom.
3:8), then God cannot do evil that good would come.

a-God does not bring on such things as the death of people in automobile accidents
or wars.

b-The attributing of evil acts to the providence of God is wrong.
c-Wars are brought on by the lusts of men (Jas. 4:1).
d-God allows man to have free-will and man’s lusts cause him to sin.
V Additional notes on the a fortiori principle.
A Application to spending the Lord's money for entertainment.

1-The church was not to spend money to support widows who had family members
who could support them (1 Tim. 5:16).

2-Supporting widows is greater than entertainment.
3-Therefore, entertainment is not to be supported by the Lord's money.
B Application of the principle of “a fortiori” to the principle of forgiving.

1-We are required to forgive (Mt. 6:12-15).
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2-Does God require us to forgive unconditionally?

a-Our forgiveness of a brother is conditional (Lk. 17:3-4).
b-Does this apply to our forgiving a non-Christian?

3-The following proves that Christians are not required to unconditionally forgive
others.

If God is greater than man, then what is required of man is required of God.
God is greater than man.
What is required of man is required of God.

If man is required to unconditionally forgive the alien sinner, then God is required
to unconditionally forgive the alien sinner.

Man is required to unconditionally fo